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Why Multi-Spectral (i.e. RGB) imagery 
is important? 

ÅUnique NASA products for specific problems 

ÅNear real-time capability that demonstrates 
future NOAA GEO/LEO  instruments 

ÅFusing of base data into a derived product 

ÅProven Value 
ï Great Falls WFO, Snow melt monitoring 2004.  By 2008 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ wD. ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

ï Mobile WFO, 2010 Deep Water Horizon oil slick   

ï Albuquerque WFO, record wild fire/smoke 2011 via True 
Color RGB published on public graphicast 

ÅSupplemental Value 
ïVIIRS Day-Night Band RGB includes IR channel which 

provides cloud locations during periods of very low light 
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Canada Forecast Concerns: 

Å How much area has 
melted? 

ÅRapid melt of snow fills 
creeks and streams 
(only took 2 days to melt) 

Å Flooding may occur in 
small areas or in larger 
areas that are down 
stream, such as river 
valleys 
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